
Robert Johnson: When You Got A Good Friend	 (1936)

1	 When you got a good friend that will stay right by your side, 
	 When you got a good friend that will stay right by your side, 
	 Give her all of your spare time, try to love and treat her right. 

	 I mistreated my baby, and I can’t see no reason why, 
5	 I mistreated my baby, but I can’t see no reason why, 
	 Anytime I think about it, I just wring my hands and cry. 

	 Wonder, could I bear apologize, or would she sympathize with me, 
	 Mmm, would she sympathize with me 
	 She’s a brownskin woman, just as sweet as a girlfriend can be. 

10	 Mmm, baby I may be right or wrong, 
	 Baby, it your opinion, or I may be right or wrong, 
	 Watch your close friend, baby, then you enemies can’t do you no harm. 

	 When you got a good friend that will stay right by your side, 
	 When you got a good friend that will stay right by your side, 
15	 Give her all of your spare time, love and treat her right. 

Robert Leroy Johnson (May 8, 1911 – August 16, 1938) 
was an American blues singer-songwriter and musician. His 
landmark recordings in 1936 and 1937 display a combination 
of singing, guitar skills, and songwriting talent that has in-
fluenced later generations of musicians. Johnson's shadowy 
and poorly documented life and death at age 27 have given 
rise to much legend, including the Faustian myth that he sold 
his soul to the devil at a crossroads to achieve success. As an 
itinerant performer who played mostly on street corners, in 
juke joints, and at Saturday night dances, Johnson had little 
commercial success or public recognition in his lifetime. 
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